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came nearer. I don't think he smiled on Monday at all. He
is really an artist. He gave a magnificent performance. Esm6
Huhbard (Haggith) remained light and merry throughout, and
gave a magnificent performance. Fredk. Volp6 (Ingur) behaved
rather like Thesiger and was very fine.
Evidently Lillah is used to authors who will stand no damned
nonsense. She got rather excited after both 2nd and ist per-
formances because Bagoas's rushing forth and killing a spying
woman detracted from her kissing Holofernes, and she had to
be soothed. Her tent costume frightened one of the lessees of the
theatre. Above a line drawn about £ inch or i inch about the
' mont de Venus ' she wore nothing except a 4-in. band of black
velvet round the body hiding the breasts and a similar per-
pendicular band of velvet starting from between the breasts
and going down to the skirt and so hiding the navel. Two
thin shoulder straps held this contrivance hi position. Bracelets
and rings of course. The skirt was slit everywhere and showed
the legs up to the top of the thigh when she lay down there at
Holofernes's feet. She looked a magnificent picture thus, but
a police prosecution would not have surprised me at all. She
gave an exceedingly fine performance—as good as could be
wished for. The house was very full for the first night.
(Capacity about 115-120.)
I refused the persistent calls for author, and sat with Lillah's
maid in Lillah's dressing-room until the calls had finished.
Terribly silly mishaps occurred with the sack containing Holo-
fernes's head in the 3rd act, despite the most precise instructions
to the crowd. Further instructions to the crowd, and similar
mishaps on the 2nd night.
I took supper 3 nights running, and survived it.
Comarques, Sunday, May 4th.
I never before took so much interest in the production of a play
of mine. " Judith " was produced at the Kingsway Theatre,
London, last Wednesday, 30th April. It certainly bewildered
people. Numerous comic touches were quite lost in the ist
act. In the 2nd act Lillah McCarthy had put down her dress
as low as it was at the first night at Eastbourne (after raising
it for later performances at Eastbourne, and for dress rehearsals
hi London). The end of Act II might have been spoilt by an
untimely descent of the curtain 10 seconds too soon. The
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